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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

Tn the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminaiy report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


Non-cstablishnient of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. rV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


BoxNo. Vn 


.Certain defects in the intemationa] application 




Box No. Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules AAhis3{c,) and 93/?w. I but 
not. except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months ftom the pnonty 
date (Rule ^is .2). 
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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishmcm of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis, l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability ; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documems cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

'■™d^fcHn3iona. pre.Un.nar. „ U ^^^^^^^^^ 

ftSwritten opinions of Ais International Searching Autiwrlty will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above. «>.iaered to ^^^^^^J^^'^ ^^^^ "S^J^r^T^ 1^V::T^ 

Sa1^.%fSS/IsS^^^^^^^^ 
For farther options, see Form P(rr/ISA/220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 
PCTAJS05/01665 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion . 

1. With «Bard to the language, thi. opinion has been established on the basis of the Intcmadonal application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 


2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




1 1 a sequence listing 




rn table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 in written format 




1 1 in computer readable form 




c. time of filing/fiirnishing 




1 1 contained in international application as filed. 




□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 


□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


Se ap^liSnS fiied o?does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropnate. wen. fUrmshed. 


4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Internationa] application No. 
PCT/US05/01665 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 to.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
a pplicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims NONE 

Claims l~5 



Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


NONE 


YES 




Claims 


1-5 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-5 


YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claim 1 lacks novelty under POT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Berney (US 4,856.674). Berney discloses an overcap (15) 
having a central portion (16.17), a pCTipheral skirt (20) to fit over an end panel (13) that is heat sealed to a container (10). 

Claims 1-5 lack novelty mider PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Allen (US 4.697.719). Allen discloses an overcap (10) 
having concentric annular rings (27) to apply pressure on an end panel C^O) that is heat sealed (26) to a container (13), 



YES 
NO 



Claims 1-5 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Boatwright et al. (US 2002/01901 11). Boalwright et al. 
discloses an overcap (30) having a skirt portion (34) to cover an end panel (20) that is heat sealed to a container (10). See paragraph 
^5^32 With respect to claims 2-4. see figure 7 and conxssponding description. With respect to claim 5. see paragraph ^5^34. 



Claims 1-4 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Lowry (US 6,220,471). Lowry discloses an overcap (20) 
with a peripheral skirt (23) for fitting over an end panel (19) that is heat sealed (col. 3. lines 28-37) to a contamer (10). The central 
portion of the overcap has an annular rmg means, ring member or depending means (25). 



Claim 5 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over U>wry (US 6,220.471) m view of Boatwright et al. 
(US 2002/0190111). Lowry discloses everything except for the depending means comprising leg members. Boatv/nght et al. 
discloses depending means that may be multiple leg members, (see paragraph #34) It would have been obvious to one pf ordinary 
skill in the art to utilize multiple leg members as taught by Boatwright et al. as the depending means of Lowry to provide better 
pressure on the end panel. 

Claims 1-5 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4). and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 
can be made or used in industry. 



Fonn PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



WMTTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Internationa} application No. 
PCTAJS05/01665 



Box No. vra Certain observations on the international appttcation 



TTie following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the questions whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: . 

... ^ . i>r-r Qiii^ fjF, as lackine claritv under POT Article 6 because claims 2-4 indefinite for the 



structure. 
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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

/■ 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion witi» regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43W5.1(aXi) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability ; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the imemational application 

Certain observations on the international application 

, prelin^ina^ — rB^'^S^;r^^^^^ 
JS^aeropinions of this tetemaMonal Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

„ this opinion is. as provided above, considered «. * -J^P^j^^ *4 ""^^^^Tz ^Sf t^mtT dl^^f 
IPEA a v^ritten .^ply- together, where W'"?™''; 

mailing of Form PCn-/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the pnoniy oaic, wmw 
For further options, see Fbnn PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No, II 
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Box No. ni 
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Box No. IV 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 

PCTAJS05/01665 - 


Box No. I Basis of this opiniop 

1 With «ganl to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

n This opinion has been establisl^d 6n the basis of a translation from the original language into the 

^ ISrch!lTla^gl^^^ of a translation furnished fbr the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 


2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in 
claimed invention, tiiis opinion has been established on Oie basis of: 


the international application and necessary to the 


a. type of material 




1 1 a sequence listing 




n table(s) related to tiie sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 in written format 




I 1 in computer readable form 




c. time of filing/furnishing 




[ 1 contained in international application as fUcd. 




□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. ^ 


□ furnished subsequently to this Autiiority fertile purposes of search. 


fhe aSiSnd'S ^dlJ^not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were fUrmshed. 


4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 dw.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims NONE 


YES 


Claims l-S 


NO 


inventive step (IS) 


Claims NONE 


YES 


Claims 1-5 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 1-5 


YES 


Claims NONE 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claim 1 lacks novelty under POT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Berney (US 4,856,674). Berney discloses an overcap (15) 
having a central portion (16.17). a peripheral skirt (20) to fit over an end panel (13) that is heat sealed to a container (10). 

Claims 1-5 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Allen (US 4.697,719). Allen discloses an overcap (10) 
haviiig concentric annular rings (27) to apply pressure on an end panel (20) Uiat is heat scaled (26) to a container (13). 

Claims 1-5 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Boatwright et al. (US 2002/01901 11). Boatwright et ah 
discloses an overcap (30) having a skirt portion (34) to cover an end panel (20) thai is heat sealed to a container (10). See paragraph 
m. Widi respect to claims 2-4, see figure 7 and corresponding description. Witfi respect to claim 5. see paragraph #34. 

Claims 1-4 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Lowry (US 6,220,47 1), Lowry discloses an overcap (20) 
with a peripheral skin (23) for fitting over an end panel (19) that is heat sealed (coL 3. lines 28-37) to a contamer (10). The central 
portion of the overcap has an annular ring means, ring member or depending means (25). 

Claim 5 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Lowry (US 6,220.471) in view of Boatwright et al. 
(US 2002/0190111). Lowry discloses everything except for the depending means comprising leg members. Boatwnght ei al. 
discloses depending means that may be multiple leg members, (see paragraph #34) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to utilize multiple leg members as taught by Boatwright et al. as the depending means of Lowry to prt)vide better 
pressure on the end panel. 

Claims 1-5 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4). and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 
can be made or used in industry. 
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Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international appMcation 



I m following observaUons on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the questions whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made; 



